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 When Tala sees one of her friends, a younger man, a good-looking British soldier, he appears to be in the throes of a love
affair. Or, in another version of events, he appears to be on the brink of a sex change. But in the end it turns out that it was all a
dream. At the heart of the movie is the question of what it means to be truly human. I can't think straight is one of a series of
movies made in recent years by Palestinian filmmakers. It's one of the first of these to be shown in the West. It was made by

film director Hany Abu-Assad (who recently won an Oscar for best foreign-language film for his new film Five Broken Hours,
about a Palestinian prisoner in Israeli jail, who witnesses a massacre). The movie is now screening in London and Los Angeles.
The political message is simple. How can we be trusted to distinguish truth from falsehood when our speech is clouded by self-

interest? When we suspect that everyone who disagrees with us is a secret Zionist or a secret Palestinian-American sympathiser?
We live in a world where Israel's crimes are defended by the likes of Dick Cheney. As well as defending Israel's crimes, they

also sometimes defend the author of a website called "Christian Zionism". When we see such a website quoted in the Guardian
and the New Statesman, we assume that the author is an avowed Christian Zionist. So too if we read that the Israeli defence

minister (Binyamin Ben-Eliezer) believes that the Holocaust is part of "God's plan". Both the Guardian and the New Statesman
cited a recent article in a magazine called Jewish Ideas Daily. It was written by the editor of the magazine, Larry Auster, and it
defends the view that Israel is a just nation, which should be protected, and that its concerns should be taken seriously. In other

words, it quotes the Israel lobby. The magazine is edited by a Christian Zionist called Harold Brown. These people have an
extraordinary power to influence opinion. It's given them a reputation for neutrality but in fact they're anything but neutral.

They love Israel and hate Arabs. They believe that the Jewish people are entitled to live in any country they like as long as it's
not Palestine. So-called Jewish Zionists are willing to overlook the evils committed by Israel in the Holy Land. The article I

quoted by Larry Auster defends the occupation of the West Bank, the destruction of 82157476af
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